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Trace of 1904 esarthguoke through the
Skinner I:!"l::'1|:|-|r M arim Cnurlfy. Fhats

by G.K.Gilbers.

THE
EARTHQUAKE
TRAIL

View norfiwest dleng the 1906 foult troce towords Skinner Bam. The western portion of the bom remained
intoct during the ecrfhgueke while the southeastern cormer woes torn 16 feet off its foundcotion. This bom wos
reconstructed on the same site in 1940, The bom will be vsed as o movie theater during the speciol sducational
progroms that will accompany the exxthguoke troil dedication ceremenies.
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On Thursday, 18 Apnl 1974, of-
ficials. of Point Reyves Natiomal
Seashore will commemaorate the 68th
anniversasy of the 1906 5an Francisco
earthguake by dedicating a new earth-
gquake trail slonmg the Sam Andreas
fault. Pack ~keadguarters: at  Point
Heves Ties at the very heart of the
region where the eanth's orust swud-
denly began 1o shift in | 906 offsetting
the roads, fences, and burldings tha
erossed the San Andreas and spawning
the destructive waves thal fztiencd
much of Central Calidornia. Via a
wooperalive effort between park

Faothill students

College building
bridge over Beor Valley Cresk.

naturalists: and geotogy students from
Foothill College, 3 new interprefive
trxil has been built alone the fawlt that
uses the unigue geoloegic and culturzl
features of this epicentral region Lo
12ll the story of “plate tectomes™ - the
globkal geologic forces that shape our
planer.

Fhe Point Reyes Peninsuls has been
called an “Island in Time™
Geologically speaking the park is an
“islamd™ of grantte bedrock thai has
slid mto Ms presemt position  from
southern California along the San An-
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dreas [ault. This great fault system
mirks the booodary berween 1two
great plates of the Earth's crust which
have been: grinding slowly pasti: each
ather for millions of wears. Friction
zlong the plate boundaries causes the
plaies to move with' a8 series of
destructive “jerks” or jumps which
generate earthquakes like the 1906
episode. Since the plates contigue Lo
move and build up the encrgy storcd
along the fagll, Bay Area residenis
CARn expect more major shakes in their
futare. This new earthquake trail |5
dedicated o helping Bay Area




Scals madel of “rorthguaoke machina""
for $he new Point Reyes Troil. As the

trecdle is depressed, resistonce frem
on ottoched spridg is increassed. When
the treadle is completely depressed, a
lotch i triggered and the stored spring
energy couses o sudden right |arercl
shift. When the trecdle is releosed,
the adjocent blocks slide back 1o their
initial rers sirain position.

Foathill C':lt!EEl‘.' students recon stucting offs=t fence -:l.lﬂng the new sarfhgqeake trail.

residents  begfter understand their
physical enviconment so that they can
minimize the genlopic hazards posed
by it

Foothill’s involvement with the
carthgoake trazl began casually in
1970 durnng 4 geology field exercize
along the forerunner of the new trail.
Students felr that the old wrail did not
adequaiely develop the geologic story
of the San Andreas; particularly =5 it
related o the rapidly evolving
theories of global evolution. Their
sugpesiions for possible revisions were
welcomed by the Chief Park
Natoraliss Bill Germeraad who sob-
s=quently  enlisted Foothill’s help.
Working both in special  geology
classes and as VIP's {(Volunteers in
the Parks), Foothill students rerouted
part of the pld wral, built & new40-
fool long bridge across Bear Walley
Creek, reconstrected 3 fence thal was
offset I6 feet in 1906, moved in
boulders for a trail exhibit that came
from as far awey as the Szlinas Valley,
and insalled a line of blue posts along
the line of the fault that shified in
1906. A series of now signs that com-

bine the |laes1 echnical information
on carthguakes with explanations of
the wumique fault featwres of Point
Reyes were designed jointly by
Foothill geology siwdenis and the park
inierpretive staff. The new earthguake
trail will feature an “earthgoake
machine” designed and buili by Dawvid
Hughes of the MNational Park Service
staff headguoarters m Sap  Fran-
ciscn,

The dedication cercmony will begin
at 10:00 A M. and will feature offsct
cake and original earthgquake music by
the Foeihill College fanfare.
Distinpuished guests will include Dr.
Robert E. Wallace, chief scientist of
the L. 5. Geological Survey's Office of
Earthquake 3Studics, and Dr. Alan
Galloway of the California Academy
of Sciences. authority on the geology
of Point Reyes. Margol Patiterson
Dazs, the Bay Area’s best kEaown
walker, will lead the first tour of the
new trail. A serics of special gealogic
programs and exhibits are planned for
the weckend of 20-21 April. The
public is cordially finvited 10 all
events. . . . Tim Hall
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